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A NEW GENERATION GAP? 

Median Age by Race/Ethnicity in U.S., 2008-2012 



INEQUALITY ON THE RISE 

Median Age by Race/Ethnicity in U.S., 2008-2012 
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Income	Distribution	in	the	U.S.,	1917-2012

Top	1%	(incomes	above	$394,000	in	2012)

Top	5-1%	(incomes	between	$161,000	and	$394,000)

Top	10-5%	(incomes	between	$114,000	and	$161,000)

Source:	Emmanuel	Saez,	Striking	It	Richer:	The	Evolution	of	Top	Incomes	in	the	United	States	(Update	:	September	15,	2013.



RACIAL DISPARITIES PERSISTENT 

21%

40% 41%

25% 27%

White Black Latino API All

Families Below 150% Of The Poverty Level 



CRITICAL TO ADDRESS 



Kids of color concentrated 
in high-poverty schools 

(U.S. as a whole) 



BUT WE’RE LIVING APART 



AND WE’RE VOTING APART 

•  In 1992, only 
about a 
quarter of 
voters lived in 
a county were 
a presidential 
candidate 
won by a 
landslide.  By 
2012 it was a 
half.  



AND WE’RE KNOWING APART 
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Source: Newspaper Assocation of Amerca, from data by Scarborough Research 

Newspaper Readership by Age Group, 1980-2012 
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AND OUR INSTITUTIONAL FAITH IS SHAKEN 



HOW DO WE MAKE CHANGE? 



HOW DO WE MAKE CHANGE? 



EQUITY, GROWTH, AND COMMUNITY 

Equity is a fundamental building block 
for achieving economic prosperity. 
 
Knowing together creates a higher 
possibility of growing together. 
 
Conflict is an important part – and not 
antithetical – to collaboration. 



EQUITY AND GROWTH 

Conventional wisdom in economics says there 
is a trade-off between equity and efficiency. 
 
But our research suggests that regions that 
work toward equity have stronger and more 
resilient economic growth. 
 
Using model from IMF, we look at factors that 
predict length of employment growth for 200 
metros, 1980-2010. 



EQUITY AND GROWTH 
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KNOWING TOGETHER 



KNOWING TOGETHER 



KNOWING TOGETHER 



BUT CONFLICT IS PART OF THE EQUITY STORY 



THE NEW THREE R’S 

•  Sinking Roots 
•  Building Relationships 
•  Deploying Reason 



DATA MATTERS 



WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR NEW URBANISM? 

“Martin Luther King famously proclaimed ‘I 
have a dream,” not “I have an issue.” 

 

-Van Jones (2007) 

•  Work across issue areas and 
forge connections 
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WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR NEW URBANISM? 

•  Work across issue areas and 
forge connections 

•  Grapple seriously with the 
results of success 

•  Understand the suburbs 

•  Make equity central: baked-in, 
not added on 



FOR MORE . . . 

Also follow: @PERE_USC  & @CSII_USC  
 

@Prof_MPastor  


