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Comacchio is an Italizn tomn of 22,4035 ishabitants
in the provinge of Ferrara and & spread over an
arca of 280 km *, with a population density of 76
imhabatants / km *

Comacchio is the magor centers of the Natural
Rescrve of the Po Delta: since 1999 the UNESCO
recogaizes Comacchio and has valleys in the List
of Workd Hentage Sites.

City of Etruscan foundation, then Roman port in
the V1 sec. BC: its location in the delta of the Po
wias measured in the conturies between the arcas
of the lagoon and the Adriatic Sca

Land rich in important hydraulic works, carried
out by the Dukies of Este. by the Papal States, by
experts hvdrondic engineers the retinue  of
Napoleon, Comacchio and s torntory romained
imtact until the second hall of the last century

With the economic boom occurred in Ttaly after
the Second World War, Comacchio  has
experienced @ major economic  development
hinked 1o tourist fows on the Adrianc coast
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he growth of Comacchio bas always been closely
hnked to the evolution of the hydrographic valleys
that sgrround i, with the formation of the 13
islands (with trend paraliel to the ancient shoreline
marine ) on which were bualt the first settiements
imhabated

Comacchio 15 o water town bualt on several
islands connected by bradges and canals that give
its Charactersstacs of true lagoon city, almost o Intle
Venice.

As in all the Nalsan cities, from the middle of the
last contury, the urbas management of Comacchio

used as a techmigue of planning the zooning

The local plasning activities are destined exclusa-
vely 1o the use residential by applying the maonst

clementary rules of 2onmg

The architectural gquality of the city suffered an
unstoppable decline
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In owr country there are many urbasistic laws how
many are regioas (20),

The imstruments that regulate the building activity
within a terrisocy are several dozea known by the
acromyms PRG, PSC, PUA, POC, PiP. PPA, PP,
RUE, NTA c1c.etc.

All of these wols are based on  roming

.Ml these wols are mmposed from  above:
administrators, developers, engmocers are forced to
use more than 80%5 of their time to “imerpret” the
rules and the remaining 20% o make a good
project.

In this comtext that the research fits to simplify and
imnovate the design approach.

The teaching expenience mtends demonstrate that

;;= by applyimg the method of the Transect, using the
O rules of the Urban Code. you can crcate a pleasant
m urban environments, with appropnate density
l That Allows the use of public transport by
". reducing car use andd consequently of CO2.

Donatella Diolaiti Faculty of Civil Engincering, University of Ferrara, ltaly



l.:fhilll l)C\lt:'H t'du\'lll“'ll Tl]c l]]orph()l()gical a'];")rSiS N1 o l‘UnAIU\\ 2“14

Donatella Diolaits Faculty of Civil Engincering, University of Ferrara, ltaly



Donatella Diolaiti Faculty of Civil Engineering, University of Ferrara, ltaly



l.‘rba" I)L‘\lgn ".ducahnn Thc Transcct approach (N‘. Buﬂ'.llo\l\' 20'4

nLmAL TEANGEE T LEDAN IMNTEN Y

TRy sl lo
‘;‘......a . .-'... '... ... .: E. .=. .' ;5 T ...... 2
Po 0508 ‘X2 $O-. | o a * -

.. - - ...'. ...'~ MY .' . : 3 : :: ...oo ..$
':°.$ .-. .0. » .\. ..,.. ....-'..-.“. .“.. -—e - -,
- .. .... a8 s w're CEL R} LR B D R TR
L - . - - »

L SO .‘ o TR R o S T - -4 ; -
x ® .. 0.....’ - .0 o b+ o. 3 - :
oW e s ‘e . - -
’ . e fga"n"n .‘ ' < ’ : ’ 5 E’ ‘e
" - ™ 1 - ! s - s

Donatella Diolaiti Faculty of Civil Engincering, University of Ferrara, ltaly



Urban Design Education

The Urban Code CNU, BuffaloNY 2014
n 4 T1¢

T 2 P
N . . | .
pesraunce: rewors . Y < B B » - — 2 3 | G
RIFPRR CETEIE L L | ) i A : 1 - . ey ! id -
i« i S 0. R S I o PRy 52 | g P N iy M NI W K
— - pr— " - - 4

| o,
PRGN AME XT0 NIL
Lo Al -
PUSAISLETA & ﬂ‘
AMPLAMIAT ' .':
Donatella Diolaiti

—_—

-———

o ! : \{ 2 107N
in @ il . oA
’\’ d .’, -[ f—‘-ﬁi—'\

Faculty of Civil Engincering, University of Ferrara, ltaly



Urban Design Education

The Urban Code

CNU, BuffaloNY 2014

e

B~

S\ K
X\

: [ p—
| —
PARCWECH » r\\\\\
Donatella Diolaiti Faculty of Civil Engincering, University of Ferrara, ltaly



Urban Design Education The Urban Code CNU, BuffaloNY 2014
. = M B G e s - -
reaxme H =R = 0 M Il &3¢ & = i =
B ™ ™
pan |~ '—‘ @?é ' T = B ™
: - B #=- (L] m
LA 8
Donatella Diolaiti

Faculty of Civil Engincering, University of Ferrura, ltaly



After analyzing and discovered the srban characteristics of Comacchio the goal is 1o use all the information gathered to intervene with
design ideas comsistent to achicve the purpose of the rescarch: the urban redevelopment.

After analyzing and discovered the urban characteristics of Comacchio the goal is o use all the information gathered to ingervene with
desagn adeas consistent 10 achieve the purpose of the rescarch: the urban redevelopment.

The three urban arcas cover three dafferent topacs: the redevelopment of an abandoned industrial site, the redevelopment of a sub-uthan
low-density housing without services and neighborhood besinesses and the redevelopment of an central arca where insist several
ccclosiastical bunldings i disuse,
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It "a fact that the quality and eco-sustainability of Italian cities is in decline.
The General Regulatory Plan with thewr rules produced nom most recognizable places, suburbs sub-urban wasselands, the cancella-
tion of the commerce of the neighborhood and the exponential growth of shopping malls already obsolete.

These facts have produced how results that small and medsum-sized Maklian crties are froe of recognizable architectural beauty.
Soquence made up of urban blocks, squares and civic buildings has been replaced by ane made homes for low-density bousing, big
mall, pubkic transport n disuse and bad architecture pseudo-global seambess,

If a person enters a modsum or small ltalian citics will have to travel a very long stretch of road sub-arban arca before reaching a
recognizable place that has the look of the city that was believed 1o be found,

The European city and the Italian city and have been for 2 long time pleasant places where you found all those principles of archi-
tectural and urban compositson that has often been imitased in other parts of the world.

The global crisis did the rest.

Places full of hastory and rich expenence as the ity of Comacchio fights in solitude ke other reality 1n other coastal urban decay
The eco-sustainable wrban design should explore new appeoaches and learn other languages more worthy 1o propose (o the people
and the places that host them.

20 students in 60 howrs of academic work follomed by a teacher : these are the data of the course that gave the work presented.
None of my students had lcarning experiences of wrban design.

The method of the Urban Transect and the Code has allowed them to understand the urban structure and try, for the first tme, one
urban and  typological project.

Their passicomte work bas allowed this experience that we share with you,

Thanks for your attention and good job!
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