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There used to be hundreds of trees and

garden space along Claiborne Avenue.
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Second-Lines paraded and Mardi Gras

Indians gathered there.



Then, in 1968, the Claiborne
Expressway, part of I-10, was built on
an elevated structure above Claiborne
Avenue. This was the central business
corridor of the Treme neighborhood,
an historic black and creole
neighborhood with roots beginning in

the 18th century.



The city bulldozed hundreds of trees



and removed people from their homes.



Now, air pollution is causing respiratory

illness.
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Field experience results for air pollution
measurements: All data is an average of the data
collected by students on our field experience walk
from Phyllis Wheatley Community School, up the

Lafitte Greenway to the Claiborne overpass.

AQI Index Colors Levels of Health Concern

...as symbolized by this color: ..air quality conditions are:

Yellow Moderate

R
Stop Air Quality Indicator
Color
5 blocks from I-10 Green
2 blocks from I-10 Orange
1 Block from I-10 Orange
Under 1-10 Red




Noise pollution is also causing a feeling of

unrest promoting an environment for

violence.



Using a noise dosimeter, students measured the
change in the noise level on our field experience
walk from Phyllis Wheatley Community School, up

the Lafitte Greenway to the Claiborne overpass.

Typical Sound Levels (dBA)

I: 140 - Threzhald of Pain
130 - et Talding OFf (200 ft.coou?
f— 120 - Dperating Heawy Equipment
b 1100 = Might Club (W muosic
b 100 - Construction Site
b 30 - Bailer Raom
b— 30 - Freight Train 100 £t awau
f— 70 - Clazsroom Chatter
b— G0 - Comversation {3 ftawau)
20 - Urban Besidence
40 - Soft Whisper (5 ft. cwou)
30 - Marth Eim of Grand Cangyon
20 - Silent Study Eoom

0 - Threzhold of Hearing {1000 Hz}

Stop Average Reading
5 Blocks |Blue

2 Blocks |Green

1 Block Green

Under I-10 | Yellow




Run-off pollutants from the

interstate are poisoning the soil and

water.



Flooding is the standard now because

there is so much concrete that the

water has no place to go.



If we tear down the I-10 over Claiborne

Avenue, we could have our green space,

trees and gardens back.



And we could build shelters for the

homeless and community centers to give

people a place to hang out.





