
CNU TRANSPORTATION SUMMIT

Old Town Alexandria, VA

Wes Marshall, PhD, PE
Professor of Civil Engineering

wesley.marshall@ucdenver.edu





CNU Transportation Summit

Boulder, 2006





1. Change industry standards
2. Advance research 
3. Advance professional practice
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Despite the successes…















So what’s the problem?

















Here’s the secret…



New Urbanism 

is a

Transportation

Movement
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How are we 
going to fix all this?
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Wired Magazine



New York Times Magazine
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Lyft.com





It’s not that simple…



MIT Sensable City Lab





$1.69 Billion



While driving is not exactly 
a Constitutionally protected right, 
it might mirror the gun debate... 
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Historical Precedence
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By 1960, stop-and-go traffic will be a 
thing of the past via three strategies: 

1. Sidewalks will  be elevated – you’ll walk and shop 

ABOVE Main Street, actually cross over it;

2. Local traffic will use the FULL width of the streets below 

– no sidewalks, no parked cars.  Loading and 

unloading will be done INSIDE the buildings; and

3. High-speed, long-distance traffic will have its own 

elevated, one-way lanes, no stop lights or intersections

- Norman Bel Geddes, 1937



Did it Work?
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What is the real 
future of transportation?





There is a reason
why our simplest 

streets and patterns

have worked for 

hundreds of years



Similar to Philadelphia 

but with significantly 

more open space

Savannah,1733
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yes,

we can do better



There is a reason
why our simplest 

streets and patterns

have worked for 

hundreds of years
Chris McCahill
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but it’s up to you…



What does CNU bring to the table?

What is our value add to the conversation? 



What are other folks doing?

What is nobody doing?

Where does CNU fit?



What is missing from 

the conversation that we 

– the people in this room –

uniquely bring?
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