
Charter of the New Ur ban ism
The Congress for the New Urbanism views disinvestment in cen-
tral cities, the spread of placeless sprawl, increasing separation by race 
and income, environmental deterioration, loss of agricultural lands 
and wilderness, and the erosion of society’s built heritage as one inter-
related community-building challenge.

We stand for the restoration of existing urban centers and towns 
within coherent metropolitan regions, the reconfi guration of sprawling 
suburbs into communities of real neighborhoods and diverse districts, 
the conservation of natural environments, and the preservation of our 
built legacy.

We recognize that physical solutions by themselves will not solve 
social and economic problems, but neither can economic vitality, 
community stability, and environmental health be sustained without 
a coherent and supportive physical framework.

We advocate the restructuring of public policy and development 
practices to support the following principles: neighborhoods should 
be diverse in use and population; communities should be designed for 
the pedestrian and transit as well as the car; cities and towns should be 
shaped by physically defi ned and universally accessible public spaces 
and community institutions; urban places should be framed by ar-
chitecture and landscape design that celebrate local history, climate, 
ecology, and building practice.

We represent a broad-based citizenry, composed of public and private 
sector leaders, community activists, and multidisciplinary profession-
als. We are committed to reestablishing the relationship between the 
art of building and the making of community, through citizen-based 
participatory planning and design.

We dedicate ourselves to reclaiming our homes, blocks, streets, parks, 
neighborhoods, districts, towns, cities, regions, and environment.
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We assert the following principles to guide public policy, 

development practice, urban plan ning, and design:

The region: Metropolis, city, and town

1. Metropolitan regions are fi nite places with geographic bound aries de rived 

from to pog ra phy, wa ter sheds, coastlines, farmlands, re gion al parks, and riv er 

basins. The metropolis is made of mul ti ple centers that are cities, towns, and 

villages, each with its own iden ti fi  able center and edges. 

2. The metropolitan region is a fundamental eco nom ic unit of the 

con tem po rary world. Gov ern men tal co op er a tion, public policy, phys-

 i cal plan ning, and economic strat e gies must reflect this new re al i ty.

3. The metropolis has a necessary and fragile re la tion ship to its agrar i an hin-

terland and natural land scapes. The relationship is en vi ron men tal, eco nom ic, 

and cultural. Farm land and nature are as im por tant to the me trop o lis as the 

garden is to the house.

4. Development patterns should not blur or erad i cate the edges of the me-

 trop o lis. Infi ll de vel op ment within existing urban areas con serves en vi ron -

men tal resources, eco nom ic in vest ment, and so cial fab ric, while 

reclaiming marginal and abandoned areas. Met ro pol i tan regions should de-

 vel op strat e gies to encourage such infi ll de vel op ment over pe riph er al 

expansion.

5. Where appropriate, new de vel op ment con tig u ous to urban bound aries 

should be or ga nized as neigh bor hoods and dis tricts, and be in te grat ed with the 

existing urban pattern. Noncontiguous de vel op ment should be or ga nized as 

towns and villages with their own ur ban edg es, and planned for a jobs/housing 

balance, not as bed room sub urbs.

6. The development and re de vel op ment of towns and cities should respect 

historical pat terns, pre ce dents, and boundaries.

7. Cities and towns should bring into proximity a broad spectrum of public 

and pri vate uses to sup port a regional economy that ben e fi ts peo ple of all 

incomes. Af ford able hous ing should be dis trib ut ed through out the region to 

match job op por tu ni ties and to avoid con cen tra tions of poverty.

8. The physical organization of the region should be supported by a frame-

 work of transportation alternatives. Tran sit, pedestrian, and bicycle sys tems 

should max i mize access and mobility through out the region while re duc ing 

de pen dence upon the au to mo bile.

9. Revenues and resources can be shared more cooperatively among the mu-

 nic i pal i ties and cen ters within re gions to avoid destructive com pe ti tion for 

tax base and to pro mote rational co or di na tion of trans por ta tion, rec re ation, 

public ser vic es, housing, and com mu ni ty in sti tu tions.

The neighborhood, the district, and the corridor

10. The neighborhood, the district, and the cor ri dor are the es sen tial 

elements of de vel op ment and redevelopment in the metropolis. They form 

iden ti fi  able areas that encourage cit i zens to take re spon si bil i ty for their main-

 te nance and evo lu tion.

11. Neighborhoods should be compact, pe des tri an-friendly, and mixed-use. 

Districts gen er al ly em pha size a special single use, and should fol low the 

principles of neigh bor hood design when pos sible. Cor ri dors are regional con-

 nec tors of neigh bor hoods and dis tricts; they range from bou le vards and rail 

lines to rivers and park ways.

12. Many activities of daily living should occur within walking dis tance, 

al low ing in de pen dence to those who do not drive, es pe cial ly the elderly and 

the young. In ter con nect ed networks of streets should be designed to encour-

age walking, reduce the num ber and length of au to mo bile trips, and conserve 

energy.

13. Within neighborhoods, a broad range of hous ing types and price levels can 

bring people of diverse ages, races, and incomes into daily in ter ac tion, strength-

 en ing the personal and civic bonds essential to an authentic com mu ni ty.

14. Transit corridors, when properly planned and coordinated, can help or-

 ga nize metropolitan struc ture and revitalize urban centers. In contrast, high way 

corridors should not dis place investment from ex ist ing cen ters. 

15. Appropriate building densities and land uses should be within walk ing 

distance of transit stops, permitting public transit to be come a vi a ble al ter -

na tive to the au to mo bile.

16. Concentrations of civic, institutional, and com mer cial activity should be 

embedded in neigh bor hoods and districts, not isolated in re mote, single-use 

complexes. Schools should be sized and lo cat ed to enable children to walk or 

bicycle to them. 

17. The economic health and harmonious evo lu tion of neigh bor hoods, 

districts, and cor ri dors can be improved through graph ic urban de sign codes 

that serve as pre dict able guides for change.

18. A range of parks, from tot-lots and village greens to ballfi elds and com-

 mu ni ty gar dens, should be distributed within neigh bor hoods. Con ser va tion 

ar eas and open lands should be used to de fi ne and con nect different neigh-

 bor hoods and districts.

The block, the street, and the building

19. A primary task of all urban architecture and landscape design is the phys i cal 

defi nition of streets and public spaces as places of shared use.

20. Individual architectural projects should be seamlessly linked to their 

surroundings. This issue transcends style.

21. The revitalization of urban places depends on safety and se cu ri ty. The 

design of streets and build ings should reinforce safe en vi ron ments, but not at 

the expense of ac ces si bil i ty and open ness.

22. In the contemporary metropolis, de vel op ment must ad e quate ly ac com -

mo date au to mo biles. It should do so in ways that respect the pe des tri an and 

the form of public space.

23. Streets and squares should be safe, com fort able, and in ter est ing to the 

pedestrian. Properly con fi g ured, they encourage walk ing and enable neigh bors 

to know each other and protect their com mu ni ties.

24. Architecture and landscape design should grow from local cli mate, to pog -

ra phy, his to ry, and build ing prac tice.

25. Civic buildings and public gathering places require important sites to 

reinforce com mu ni ty identity and the culture of de moc ra cy. They de serve dis-

 tinc tive form, because their role is dif fer ent from that of other buildings and 

plac es that constitute the fabric of the city.

26. All buildings should provide their inhabitants with a clear sense of lo ca tion, 

weather and time. Natural methods of heating and cool ing can be more re-

 source-ef fi  cient than me chan i cal sys tems.

27. Preservation and renewal of historic build ings, districts, and land scapes 

affi rm the con ti nu ity and evolution of urban society.

For information: Congress for the New Urbanism at 1720 N St NW, Washington, 

DC 20036; 202 770-2087 (phone); www.cnu.org
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